
Dear Parents, 
We hope that you will find this month’s First Friday useful 
in providing an update on what has happened in school in 
recent weeks and upcoming events.  
Children in Need – Thank You!! 
A BIG thank you to everyone for supporting our Children 
in Need pyjama day. We raised £165 for this brilliant cause 
and we are very grateful for your support.  
Odd socks Day 
Thank you to everyone who supported our odd socks day 
in November. You can see how fantastic our feet looked 

on the praise page on the school website      . 
Covid sculpture 
We are extremely proud of five of our KS2 children who 
were invited to the unveiling of the new covid memorial 
sculpture in Barnsley last week. Along with other pupils, 
they entered a competition via school in the summer 
which asked them to depict a key worker during the 
pandemic. Their art work won and, as well as winning a 
medal, their designs have been incorporated into the 
bronze plaque around the base of the sculpture. It was a 
pleasure to accompany the children to celebrate. 
Pantomime Visit 
We were extremely grateful to receive a very generous 
donation of a visit to Wakefield Theatre for our Y6 
children to attend a pantomime. They thoroughly enjoyed 
their visit last week, with fantastic memories made. It was 
also lovely to hear that the theatre staff were impressed 
by the behaviour and conduct of our children. Well done! 
Clothing Sale 
Thank you to everyone who supported our clothing sale 
held on parents evening. We were pleased to raise £61.50. 
If you were unable to attend and have any uniform 
requirements, please do get in touch via the school office 
and we will help if we can. Items are just 50p each. 
Festive/Winter Non Uniform Day and Christmas Lunch 
A reminder that Christmas lunch will be served in the 
dining room on Tuesday 7th December and to create a 
festive feeling we will be having a non uniform day. 
Children can attend in festive/winter themed items and 
donations of 50p on the day will be donated to Barnsley 
Hospice, a very worthy and local cause. 
Christmas Jumper Bring and Buy Sale 
Further to a letter sent out recently, please remember 
that if you are able to donate a Christmas jumper to 
school, we are hoping to have a Bring and Buy jumper 
sale, where jumpers can be bought for just £1. It’s not too 
late if you can donate one. Donations can be left at the 
main school office on Monday.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Christmas Cards 
You may recall that last year we were unable to facilitate the 
distributing of Christmas cards due to covid. This year, 
children may exchange Christmas cards, BUT only with 
children in their OWN CLASS. Thank you in advance for your 
co-operation.  
Christmas Performances  
At this moment, perfomances are still scheduled to go 
ahead, but this could change at short notice subject to 
updated guidance and/or a significant rise in covid rates 
within the school community. Thank you for your 
understanding in these ongoing challenging circumstances. 
You should by now have received two tickets for your child’s 
performance, there is no charge for these. Numbers are 
limited to meet risk assessment criteria. We are hoping to 
hold a raffle at each performance too.  
Covid-19 
Covid-19 continues to be prominent in our local community 
and we continue to take appropriate precautions in school, 
in line with Government guidance. We have had a relatively 
few number of cases in school but would ask that you 
continue to be vigilant with regards to your child’s health 
and where necessary take them for a PCR test as we are 
unable to accept results from a lateral Flow Device (LFD). 
Attendance 
At Athersley South we have high expectations of all children 
in relation to punctuality and attendance. The following is a 
reminder of the start and finish times for different parts of 
school. Please can we remind you that if your child is late 
they must enter school via the main school office, this 
includes any children in FS1 or FS2.  
FS1 morning 8:45 – 11:45am  
FS1 afternoon – currently closed 
FS2 8:50am – 3:00pm  
KS1 8:50am – 3:00pm and KS2 8:50am – 3:05pm.  
If your child cannot attend school for any reason please 
contact the main school office on (01226) 284223 before 
9.30am. 
Mrs Smart will contact families if an absence has not been 
reported. This is because we have a statutory duty to ensure 
all children are safe. Our EWO this year will be Mr C. Buckle. 
His role is to work with school and families to offer support, 
advice and guidance where punctuality and attendance 
causes concern. In such cases, Mrs Smart may contact you 
by phone or you may be invited to attend an internal school 
panel with Mrs Smart and Mr Buckle. Home visits may also 
take place as and when necessary. If your child will not be in 
school for any reason other than illness you will need to 
complete a ‘Request for Leave of Absence’ form, available 
from school.  
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Raise Your Attendance – Raise Your Chances 
 

We place a high importance on attendance at our Athersley South and feel every 

effort should be made to attend school regularly and to achieve 100% attendance. 

The greater your child’s attendance at school, the more likely your child is to 

achieve their targets. The following information gives you some idea of what pupils 

should be working towards, and what action might be taken if you fall below 

accepted levels in line with LA guidelines. Government guidance dictates that the 

threshold for persistent absenteeism is below 90%. 

 

Attendance % 

100% Excellent – this is what pupils should achieve. It means they can be really 

successful and make lots of progress.  

 

95% Satisfactory – This means a pupil has missed almost 10 school days in a year. 

In five years this is almost a full term. 

 

Below 95% is considered ‘Unsatisfactory’ At this stage our EWO, Mr Buckle, will 

be informed and a pupil’s absence will be monitored. Parents may be contacted and 

may be invited to an internal school panel meeting in school. 

 

90% attendance means a pupil has missed almost 20 days in a school year.   In five 

years this is ½ a school year. This now puts a pupil in the Government category of 

‘Persistent Absence’ and the school is expected to put things in place to improve a 

pupil’s attendance. Parents will be contacted and expected to attend a meeting in 

school with Miss Crossland our Parent Support Advisor, Mr Buckle our EWO and the 

Headteacher. At this stage parents can face further action such as a Fixed Penalty 

Notice. 

 

85% Poor – This means a pupil has missed almost 30 days in a school year. In five 

years this is ¾ of a school year. At this stage parents face the possibility of 

court action. 

 

80% Very Poor – This means a pupil has missed almost 40 days in a school year. In 

five years this is a whole school year off school.  

 

At Athersley South we fully understand that there are exceptional circumstances 

that can impact on attendance and Mrs Smart works closely with families to offer 

the necessary support and advice. Ultimately we want all our children to attend for 

as many days as is possible to enable them to progress to the best of their ability 

and we hope to work with you to enable this to happen.  
 

Attendance 


