
Maths Overview 

At Athersley South Primary, we recognise the important role maths plays in all our lives and 

we strive to provide a high-quality mathematics education within a mastery approach which 

develops a solid understanding of mathematical concepts and equips children with the skills 

and knowledge to enable them to be successful and confident with maths concepts in their futures.  

Our maths curriculum is balanced, well-sequenced and covers the objectives stated in the National 

Curriculum. These objectives are broken down further into progressive teaching units using the NCETM 

teaching overviews for each year group from Year 1 to Year 6. Each lesson builds on previous skills in small 

steps, ensuring that learning builds incrementally throughout the year and across each key stage. Long 

term overviews are provided to ensure full coverage but are adaptable to meet the needs of all learners 

and to ensure each unit can be taught with sufficient depth. 

Fluency 

To ensure the children leave school with a fluent understanding and recall of addition and subtraction 

facts, we use Number Sense which is a highly visual, research-informed programme that provides the 

structure and depth to number fact teaching that children need to achieve fluency. This is introduced in 

EYFS and built upon in Key Stage 1. Teachers deliver a daily ‘number sense’ session and supplement this 

with additional resources for their pupils as needed.  

To ensure the children leave school with a fluent understanding and recall of multiplication facts, we have 

built a structured approach for delivering times tables in conjunction with our ECM trust team. An 

overview and clear structure for delivery provides teachers with support in the teaching of times tables It 

provides a clear, logical progression with high quality understanding underpinning each stage. In daily 

work, a variety of methods are used to secure times table knowledge, such as the use of arrays as the base 

model, daily practise, oral chanting and questioning. We also use the TT Rockstars programme to promote 

and engage pupils to take ownership of their learning and practise multiplication facts little and often in 

school during our Rockstars lunchtime club where they have the support of maths ambassadors and at 

home where they can. We also share the children’s heatmaps during parent’s evenings so parents can 

support children where needed and celebrate their good progress.  

Assessment 

Learning is assessed throughout the year through a mixture of formative and summative assessments. 

Teachers use both pre and post- unit formative assessments to ensure lessons are meaningful, pitched 

correctly and build progressively on prior knowledge. Staff use RTP unit assessments to inform planning 

and identify next steps for pupils within our continual cycle of teaching as assessment. Teachers also assess 

summatively using termly assessments from Rising Stars standardised tests.  

Teachers also ensure frequent retrieval of knowledge throughout the year in daily fluency, quizzes, 

personal whiteboard learning checks.  

EYFS 

The EYFS framework is structured differently to the National Curriculum as it is organised across seven 

areas of learning rather than subject areas. We continuously use our understanding of child development 

and skill progression, baselines, observations and assessments to identify and review our children’s 

strengths and gaps. This knowledge, along with the Educational Outcomes and Early Learning Goals within 

the Statutory Framework, drives our provision, learning environment and tailors our curriculum to the 

children’s needs as well as ensuring we provide a broad range of knowledge and skills that are 

continuously built upon to provide the right foundations for the children in our care to become lifelong 



learners. All of this is provided through our continuous provision to engage children’s curiosity, thinking 

and learning through play and adult focused tasks.  

KS1 and KS2 

In Years 1-6, children learn maths through a series of small steps. Each lesson builds on the previous one 

incrementally and follows the guidance from the NCETM curriculum mapping which covers the National 

Curriculum. We use the NCETM planning documents to aid planning and the Oak Academy curriculum 

plans to support teaching of the curriculum prioritisation material.  

A broad range of resources are used to ensure lessons are fun and engaging and follow the principles of 

teaching for mastery which enable our children to fully engage with their maths learning and make strong 

and meaningful connections to deepen their understanding.  
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